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The M
ission of the W

orld U
nion for Progressive Judaism

 is to preserve Jew
ish integrity w

herever Jew
s live; to encourage integration w

ithout assim
ilation; to respond

to m
odernity w

hile perpetuating the Jew
ish experience; to pursue social justice and equal rights for all.

The W
orld U

nion for Progressive Judaism
 strives to:

strengthen Jew
ish life around the w

orld by prom
oting Progressive Judaism

 as an authentic yet m
odern, pluralistic, and dem

ocratic form
 of Jew

ish expression;

prom
ote inclusiveness and gender equality w

ithin the Jew
ish com

m
unity;

advance social justice and equal rights for all (regardless of religion or political affiliation), in the spirit of Tikkun O
lam

;

bring the m
essage of liberal Judaism

 to international forum
s, Jew

ish and non-Jew
ish, and to take an active role in addressing the challenges of contem

porary
life;

link Progressive Jew
s around the w

orld, enhancing international cooperation and sharing resources and ideas am
ong our constituents, in the spirit of "Kol

Yisrael Arayveem
 Ze BaZe" ("Every Jew

 is responsible one for the other").

R
abbi G

risha K
otylar (R

ussia) receives Sefer Torah
from

 R
abbi Sergio B

ergm
an (A

rgentina)

Established in London in 1926, the W
orld U

nion for Progressive Judaism
 is the

only w
orldw

ide body com
bining a com

m
itm

ent to the Jew
ish religious tradition w

ith
m

odern liberal values.  The W
orld U

nion serves congregations and com
m

unities
in nearly forty countries, encom

passing m
ore than 1,200 R

eform
, Progressive,

Liberal and R
econstructionist com

m
unities and over 1.5 m

illion m
em

bers.

O
f the thirteen m

illion Jew
s in the w

orld today, nearly one-third live in countries
w

here Jew
ish life is w

eak and opportunities for m
eaningful Jew

ish practice scarce.
It is the W

orld U
nion ’s goal to see that all Jew

s have access to the vibrant Jew
ish

life that can best inspire them
 spiritually and bring their com

m
unities together.

The W
orld U

nion for Progressive Judaism
 stands com

m
itted to this sacred task.



Friends,

You will read, within these pages, very full reports
of the activities and achievem

ents of our W
orld

Union fam
ily, so in order to avoid pre-em

pting
this detail I would like to share with you som

e
m

ore general, and personal, highlights from
 2003.

Doubtless the m
ost dram

atic and far reaching
discussions, and eventual decisions, centred on

the relationship between W
UPJ and ARZA/W

UNA.   These began in April 2003 as
we all cam

e to recognise that the existing arrangem
ents were not providing W

UPJ
with anything close to the incom

e required for our ever-expanding program
m

es.

Several situations m
atured at the sam

e tim
e early in January 2004 when a com

m
ittee

of the Union for Reform
 Judaism

 (URJ) concluded a report analysing its own role
in support of W

UPJ, and we received the report and recom
m

endations of the
fundraising consultant appointed in the autum

n.   It is now agreed that ARZA will
revert to its original nam

e and focus on Israel advocacy, education and Zionist
activities; and the W

UPJ will take full responsibility for fundraising in North Am
erica

for Israel, the States of the Form
er Soviet Union and all other international activities.

URJ will work closely with us to help increase awareness in North Am
erica of the

international m
ission of W

UPJ.

As these new arrangem
ents are finalised we look forward to close co-operation

with ARZA as we m
utually support each other’s work in the future, as in the past.

In Septem
ber 2003 w

e 'took over' the D
evelopm

ent D
epartm

ent staff from
ARZA/W

UNA in New York and we are happy to have them
 on our team

. This year
also saw m

any staff changes and additions in Jerusalem
 when we welcom

ed Lesley
Sachs as Associate Director joining Rabbi Joel O

seran whose designation changed
to this sam

e title. Lesley oversees Adm
inistration and m

uch m
ore, while Joel

continues to be responsible for O
verseas Developm

ent. Todd W
arnick joined us

as Financial O
fficer filling a post that has long been needed in our organisation,

giving im
m

ense support to the Treasurer and taking our financial m
anagem

ent to
a new level of tim

ely efficiency.  Debbie Pulik is now our very cool and efficient
Adm

inistrative Associate.

O
ur Executive Director, Rabbi Uri Regev, continues to lead his team

 with great
dedication and energy and we all echo the conclusion of our fundraising consultant
who said that Rabbi Regev is unanim

ously regarded as W
UPJ's greatest asset.

W
e all recognise, and are appreciative of, the com

m
itm

ent shown by our staff at
all levels - always far beyond sim

ply doing their job.   They have becom
e a real

team
 focused on the purposes of the W

orld Union.

M
any of us were present at the UAHC Biennial in M

inneapolis - in the course of
which their nam

e was changed to Union for Reform
 Judaism

 - and, as always, that
was an interesting and stim

ulating event.   Along with a num
ber of Israelis, we

were happy to share the program
m

es with W
UPJ affiliates from

 European and
FSU countries and even from

 Australia.  O
ur m

em
bers have recognised the value

of this Biennial, which attracts up to six thousand m
em

bers of URJ, as a learning
and sharing tool.

At the traditional W
UPJ lunch during the Biennial we were happy to honour Philip

and Barbara M
eltzer as Philip reaches the end of his term

 of office as President
of ARZA/W

UNA.   The lunch was a social and financial success and was the scene
of a special W

orld Union m
om

ent when Rabbi Sergio Bergm
an presented a Torah

scroll to rabbis from
 the Form

er Soviet Union.   This scroll had been taken to the
Argentine m

ore than one hundred years ago by a group that Sergio described as
“Jewish G

auchos“ fleeing persecution, and now that this com
m

unity was dispersed
and no longer form

ed a viable congregation their descendants wanted the scroll
to return to Jews in the land from

 which it cam
e.   Such an em

otional m
om

ent!

O
ur m

em
bers in Israel suffered yet another difficult and, for m

any, tragic year. In
particular the m

em
bers of O

r Hadash in Haifa, where we held our G
overning Body

m
eeting at the opening of the Convention in February, were traum

atised by losses
in bom

b attacks.   The support of the com
m

unity for the bereaved fam
ilies was the

only positive outcom
e, together with the m

essages of sym
pathy and love received

2
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“...spread out to the west and to the east,
to the north and to the south.  All the families
of the earth shall bless them

selves by you
and your descendants.”

G
enesis 28:14

D
ear Friends,

This report describes a year filled w
ith

challenges and accom
plishm

ents.  It w
as

only two years ago that I took on the position of Executive Director of the W
orld

U
nion for Progressive Judaism

. D
uring this short tim

e, m
y sense of the

trem
endous global and historical im

portance of the W
orld U

nion has been
strengthened further.  W

e possess great potential to expand, and to broaden
our influence in both the Jew

ish and international arenas.

This year w
e have w

itnessed significant grow
th of the Israel M

ovem
ent for

Progressive Judaism
.   A record num

ber of Israeli fam
ilies has chosen to m

ark
lifecycle celebrations in our congregations; their children are participating in our
youth activities and sum

m
er cam

ps as never before.  W
e have seen an increase

in synagogue m
em

bership, even as new
 congregations have opened and

construction begun on additional perm
anent synagogues/com

m
unity centers.

O
ur Progressive Jewish educational program

 is thriving in both M
ovem

ent and
secular public schools, and the Israel R

eligious Action C
enter’s influence and

visibility increase as it prom
otes religious pluralism

 and a just society in
Israel - rooted in our prophetic tradition.

W
e can look, for instance, at the dynam

ic expansion of the Israeli R
abbinic

Program
 at the H

ebrew
 U

nion C
ollege - Jew

ish Institute of R
eligion.  It is

evidence of the grow
ing attraction and relevance of Progressive Judaism

 in
Israel.  I w

as the fifth graduate of this program
; in the tw

enty years follow
ing

its inception, a total of tw
enty rabbis have been ordained.  At present, over

forty (!) students study in this fram
ework. W

ith their broad educational backgrounds
and im

pressive skills, they represent the best of young Israeli intelligentsia. The
spirit of Progressive Judaism

 is gaining understanding and acceptance.

from
 our m

em
bers around the world.

A sm
all anecdote that illustrates the wonders of belonging to a world-wide fam

ily:
during the year I received a call from

 a friend in Ra’anana’s synagogue, asking “Do
we have any connections in Adelaide, Australia?“   A fellow m

em
ber was on a

trekking holiday and suffered a terrible fall. He was in intensive care in hospital and
his wife and son were flying out later in the day - travelling to the other side of the
world and an unknown city full of strangers.

O
ne e-m

ail to Rabbi John Levi in M
elbourne and by the tim

e they arrived in Adelaide
the chair of the local Progressive synagogue was at the airport to m

eet them
 with

an up-to-the-m
inute report from

 the hospital, an invite for Shabbat dinner, and
constant support and friendship.   The husband recovered and is now hom

e in Israel
and the world wide Jewish fam

ily turned the nightm
are into a warm

 and heartening
experience.

So there is m
ore than shul business and fundraising to be found in unexpected

situations within W
UPJ!

I welcom
e the return of the W

UPJ Annual Report and hope that you will find it a
helpful and inform

ative tool.   The W
orld Union is about people living and working

together towards a com
m

on aim
 - bringing to all who seek it a m

odern, egalitarian
Judaism

 always open, always questioning; a Judaism
 within which the value of

ritual is recognised and celebrated but ethics and m
oral behaviour between m

an
and m

an are param
ount.

2003 was a m
em

orable year in our history with wonderful m
om

ents of celebration
and devastating m

om
ents of sadness - being a fam

ily m
ade the celebrations m

ore
joyful and brought com

fort at tim
es of sadness.    O

f course I hope that we will build
on the considerable successes of this year and also that we will never lose sight
of the im

portance of individual people within all that we do.

Ruth Cohen
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Sim
ilarly, w

e have seen an im
pressive increase in our activity in the Form

er
Soviet U

nion (FSU
).  O

ur youth m
ovem

ent, N
etzer O

lam
i, has becom

e the
largest Jewish youth m

ovem
ent there despite significant budgetary lim

itations.
W

e have enlisted the services of two additional rabbis (com
plem

enting the three
who have been working there on our behalf in past years), enabling us to revive
activity in St. Petersburg and to expand the education and m

entoring of our
students at the M

achon (our institute for the training of Jewish para-professionals)
in M

oscow
.

Peak events this year included the publication of the H
igh H

olidays M
achzor

in Hebrew with transliteration and Russian translation (expanding on the Israel
Council of Progressive Rabbis M

achzor edition), and the participation of dozens
of Hebrew Union College students from

 North Am
erica who volunteered to forgo

their Pesach vacation to help lead Sedarim
 in congregations in the FSU

 and
assist them

 in celebrating Passover.  The transform
ing and em

otional experience
for all involved, led to the continuation of this initiative this year, with an increased
num

ber of students, N
orth Am

erican and Israeli alike, organizing to take part
in this sacred m

ission.  Studies have proven that Progressive Judaism
 has

outstanding potential to strengthen the connection betw
een the Jew

s of the
FSU

 and their Jew
ish heritage; the only lim

itation im
peding expanding our

activity there is a lack of resources.

D
uring the past year w

e have w
orked to renew

 the W
orld U

nion’s vision.   W
e

are charting paths for increasing our im
pact in both Jew

ish and international
arenas, im

proving our ability to assist our constituents, enhancing our internal
com

m
unications and sharing of resources, investing in leadership developm

ent,
and increasing our involvem

ent w
ith the re-em

erging Jew
ish com

m
unities in

Continental Europe and Latin Am
erica.  However, we have had to contend with

a num
ber of obstacles.  These are m

ainly econom
ic, resulting from

 the continuing
Intifada with its ram

ifications for the operation of M
ercaz Shim

shon/Beit Shm
uel,

and the change in organizational structure in North Am
erica that gives the W

orld
U

nion sole responsibility for fundraising there.

W
e recognize the significant contribution AR

ZA has m
ade to our M

ovem
ent,

and look forward to both organizations’ ongoing strength as we continue to co-

operate in the prom
otion of our shared principles, and as w

e redefine our
respective areas of responsibility. In this new

 organizational fram
ew

ork, the
direct relationship between the W

orld Union and the Union for Reform
 Judaism

w
as restored and revitalized, as w

e w
ork together to increase the aw

areness
of and participation by N

orth Am
erican congregations in the w

orld M
ovem

ent.
This w

ill include an increased com
m

itm
ent for program

m
atic and financial aid-

as w
itnessed by the launch of the H

ineni Project at the U
nion’s 2003 Biennial.

The W
orld U

nion very m
uch appreciates the contribution of the Australian

M
ovem

ent to our international efforts, and w
e intend to increase fundraising

efforts in other countries.

W
e are proud to present you w

ith this sum
m

ary of the activities of the W
orld

U
nion for Progressive Judaism

 in 2003 (5763).  I w
ould like to express m

y
gratitude to the exceptional volunteer leadership of our international m

ovem
ent

and in all of our constituencies.  G
reat thanks are due as w

ell to the dedicated
staff of the W

orld U
nion, w

ho w
ork tirelessly to prom

ote the w
ell being of the

Jew
ish People.

A year of exciting breakthroughs and further grow
th aw

aits us.  W
e look to our

ow
n M

ovem
ent’s activists and to like-m

inded leaders in the w
ider Jew

ish
com

m
unity to partner w

ith us in m
aking a reality the Biblical charge to build a

strong Jew
ish com

m
unity in the “east, w

est, north and south”.

B’shalom
,R

abbi U
ri R

egev
Executive D

irector
W

orld U
nion for Progressive Judaism
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The W
orld U

nion for Progressive Judaism
 has been investing in the Jew

ish
future for over 75 years.   The W

orld U
nion

Strengthens Israel by enriching its soul through the creation of a liberal
Progressive Jew

ish alternative for m
asses of Israelis w

ho have been
alienated from

 their heritage, m
aking a unique contribution to Israel’s

identity as a Jew
ish and dem

ocratic state and building bridges betw
een

Israel and the D
iaspora.

Strengthens w
orld Jew

ry by supporting the grow
th and developm

ent of
Progressive Judaism

 in places w
here individuals and groups are seeking

authentic yet m
odern w

ays of expressing them
selves as Jew

s.
H

elps Jew
s in the Form

er Soviet U
nion renew

 Jew
ish life and observance

after nearly a century of brutal oppression.
Provides hum

anitarian and educational assistance to Jew
s in need in

Argentina  and elsew
here.

Prom
otes dem

ocratic values as an authentic expression of the Jew
ish

prophetic tradition.
Supplies organizational support and resources to em

erging congregations
w

hich otherw
ise m

ight not survive.
Provides a pow

erful voice in countries w
here Progressive Jew

s are
discrim

inated against, advocating for the full recognition of Progressive
Judaism

 as a valid expression of Jew
ish heritage.

The W
orld U

nion for Progressive Judaism
 is the w

orldw
ide organization building

Jew
ish life and renew

ing Jew
ish historic tradition according to the values of

R
eform

 and liberal Judaism
:

Pluralism
 and Tolerance

G
ender Equality and Inclusiveness

Social Justice and H
um

an R
ights

M
odernity and R

espect for Tradition

R
abbi Irit Shillor of C

ongregation
O

r H
adash in V

ienna, A
ustria

W
e are the largest Jew

ish religious m
ovem

ent in the w
orld today.

W
e represent m

any thousands of dedicated rabbis, educators, professional
leaders and volunteers in congregations and com

m
unities num

bering over
1.5 m

illion adherents in forty countries and on six continents.

W
e are an international netw

ork of sem
inaries, schools and institutions training

the next generation of R
eform

, Liberal and Progressive rabbis, cantors,
educators and congregational leaders.

W
e are a w

orldw
ide youth m

ovem
ent, N

etzer O
lam

i, nurturing a generation
com

m
itted to the Jew

ish People, Zionism
 and the State of Israel, pluralism

,
social action and dem

ocracy.

W
e are an official N

on-G
overnm

ental O
rganization accredited at the U

nited
N

ations and speaking on behalf of the interests of Jew
s in every part of the

w
orld.



This has been a year of grow
th and developm

ent for
the Israel M

ovem
ent for Progressive Judaism

 (IM
PJ).

Against the background of continuing terror and an ever-
w

orsening social and econom
ic crisis, the IM

PJ strove to reach all sections
of society.  M

ore than ever, being a R
eform

 Jew
 in Israel - and being a R

eform
Jew

ish m
ovem

ent - w
as about m

eeting needs.

M
eeting the N

eeds of Terror Victim
s

IM
PJ congregations responded directly to the tragedy of terror and the needs

it brings.  O
r H

adash C
ongregation in H

aifa, w
hich has lost several m

em
bers

and friends in terror attacks, has provided practical and m
oral support for

fam
ilies.  Kibbutz Lotan hosted a group of children from

 fam
ilies struck by

terror attacks.

M
eeting Social N

eeds
The prevailing social problem

s led to a m
uch greater focus on social justice

than in previous years.  This change w
as galvanized in part by the w

ork of the
D

epartm
ent of Public Policy and Social Action in the Israel R

eligious Action
C

enter - the IM
PJ’s legal and public w

ing.  In cooperation w
ith Progressive

congregations throughout the country, IR
AC

’s Food Fund has provided food
parcels for hundreds of hungry people in Israel, regardless of nationality and
race (recipients have included new

 im
m

igrants, C
hristian and M

uslim
 Arabs,

m
igrant laborers, single m

others, and others).

A national IM
PJ convention in June 2003 focused on the subject of social

justice, acclaim
ing existing efforts in congregations and encouraging the

expansion of the Israel M
ovem

ent for Progressive Judaism
’s efforts in this field.

Kol H
anesham

a C
ongregation in Jerusalem

 uses its English-language and
educational resources to help students from

 local schools (O
rthodox and secular)

to im
prove their English.  O

r H
adash C

ongregation in H
aifa provides a Bar/Bat

M
itzvah experience for orphans and other children w

ho w
ould otherw

ise be
unable to m

ark this m
ilestone.  In diverse w

ays, all congregations are trying to
m

eet needs in the broader com
m

unity.  The financial and security crisis has
also struck their ow

n m
em

bers, of course.  Several congregations offered
courses on such subjects as stress m

anagem
ent and debt avoidance.

6

The Young Adult Leadership Forum
 ran a unique social justice w

orkshop in
Tel Aviv.  O

ver a four-m
onth period, participants studied relevant Jew

ish
sources, acquired practical tools for running grassroots activities, and planned
and im

plem
ented a hands-on project.  O

ne group of participants in this
groundbreaking w

orkshop ran a sum
m

er day cam
p for som

e 90 children in
one of the poorest neighborhoods of Tel Aviv, in cooperation w

ith Beit D
aniel

C
ongregation in the city.

Kindergartens

The W
orld U

nion for Progressive Judaism
 established its first

kindergarten in 1987.  100 children now
 attend the school, w

hich
operates in conjunction w

ith H
ebrew

 U
nion C

ollege - Jew
ish Institute

of R
eligion and the Israel M

ovem
ent for Progressive Judaism

, and is
housed on H

U
C

-JIR
’s Jerusalem

 cam
pus and in Beit Shm

uel.

The kindergarten’s aim
 is to reveal the diversity of the Jew

ish culture
and tradition and im

part it to the next generation in a pluralistic,
hum

anist and egalitarian m
anner.  To accom

plish this, children
experience the festivals and rituals through Bible stories, H

eroes of
the Jew

ish People and the H
ebrew

 calendar.  Equally im
portant is the

integration of the principles of equality, tolerance, and social action.
In 2003, for exam

ple, the kindergartens adopted “lonely” soldiers -
individuals serving in the Israeli m

ilitary w
ith no fam

ily in the country.
The children raised m

oney to send care packages and Purim
 baskets.

The soldiers, in turn, cam
e to visit the children in their classroom

s,
and told them

 about their lives.  The children enjoyed this contact
im

m
ensely and learned the significance of respect for their fellow

citizens.

Focus On:



7

M
eeting the N

eeds of C
hildren and Youth

Education has alw
ays been a top Jew

ish priority.  Progressive and pluralistic
Jew

ish education is not a luxury - it is essential if young Israelis are to avoid
the traps of apathy and nihilism

, on the one hand, and fanaticism
 and intolerance,

on the other.  Since Septem
ber, the IM

PJ’s Education D
epartm

ent has been
running school involvem

ent program
s in thirty-five public schools around

Israel - tw
ice last year’s num

ber.  At a public school in Zikhron Ya’akov, for
exam

ple, students and teachers now
 com

e together each m
onth to celebrate

and study the new
 H

ebrew
 m

onth - an event that used to go com
pletely

unm
arked in the life of the school.  Students and fam

ilies w
ho have had no

contact w
ith Judaism

 have enjoyed Bar/Bat M
itzvah program

s and m
et

Progressive rabbis and synagogues.  For younger children, there are now
forty-four pre-school classes around Israel affiliated w

ith the IM
PJ, in addition

to training program
s for pre-school staff, and a m

onthly forum
 of pre-school

principals to discuss practical and pedagogic issues.

In the field of inform
al education, over 400 youngsters attended the R

echler
H

avaya sum
m

er cam
ps.  The N

oar Telem
 youth m

ovem
ent is developing new

branches at IM
PJ congregations, ensuring that inform

al program
s continue

throughout the year.  O
ver the past year alone, new

 branches have opened
in N

ahariya, H
aifa, M

evasseret Zion and Tzur H
adassah.

In Septem
ber, the M

ovem
ent launched the M

echina - a one-year program
between high school and the arm

y providing Jewish study, com
m

unal living and
involvem

ent in social and com
m

unity projects.  The participants live in Jaffa,
w

ork in IM
PJ congregations and program

s and volunteer in a w
ide range of

fram
ew

orks w
ith all sections of the local population, Jew

s and non-Jew
s alike.

Focus On:
Inaugural Beutel Leadership Sem

inar C
onvenes in Jerusalem

“Intense, exciting and challenging” and “invaluable and
unforgettable” w

ere just tw
o com

m
ents by participants in the first

Beutel Leadership Sem
inar, a ten-day study and developm

ental
experience held in Jerusalem

 in late February, 2003. The Sem
inar

fund w
as established to recognize the outstanding leadership

contribution to the W
U

PJ of Austin and N
ani Beutel. Austin Beutel

served as President of the W
U

PJ for tw
o term

s in the 1990's and
N

ani has been one of the key leaders m
oving the W

orld U
nion

FSU
 C

om
m

ittee forw
ard.

The sem
inar provided the participants (Saul R

yan, G
abriella

Ladow
sky, Jim

 C
yngler, and H

elen Bryant, from
 Australia; M

elissa
G

regory, from
 N

orth Am
erica; and Ari M

erom
, from

 Israel) a
balance betw

een academ
ic and textual study sessions, on the

one hand, and, on the other, field visits and experiences using
Jerusalem

 as a learning setting. O
verall study them

es included
the nature and m

eaning of Jewish com
m

unity, ideological dilem
m

as
in Progressive Judaism

, Israel-D
iaspora relations, the role of

Progressive Judaism
 in sustaining Jew

ish life w
orldw

ide, and the
characteristics of Jew

ish leadership throughout history.

“After years of acknow
ledging the im

portance of creating a future
generation of W

U
PJ leaders, w

e have finally taken a concrete
step to realize that goal,” said R

abbi Joel O
seran, W

U
PJ Associate

D
irector and architect of the sem

inar. An im
portant com

ponent of
the sem

inar w
as the opportunity to m

eet w
ith current leaders of

Progressive Judaism
 in order to share concerns and strategies

for the future, and to learn how W
orld Union leaders view leadership

responsibilities.

At the conclusion of the sem
inar, the participants w

ere aw
arded

a certificate and the title Beutel Fellow
. Plans are underw

ay to
conduct the second Beutel Leadership Sem

inar from
 January 20-

30, 2005.
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M
eeting the N

eeds of Im
m

igrants
Im

m
igrants from

 the FSU, Argentina and elsewhere have been disproportionately
affected both by terror attacks (because they are m

ore likely to use public
transport) and by the econom

ic depression.  They are also in particular need
of program

s that reinforce their Jew
ish identity and their sense of belonging

in Israel.  Esh-D
avid C

ongregation in Ashdod, run by and for FSU
 im

m
igrants,

continues its im
pressive w

ork in this field.  Late in 2003, the first girl from
 a

R
ussian-speaking fam

ily had a Bat M
itzvah in the congregation.  D

uring 2003,
the IM

PJ’s C
om

m
unities D

epartm
ent launched a new

 congregation in C
arm

iel
reaching out m

ainly to Argentinian olim
 in the city.  R

a’anan C
ongregation in

R
a’anana has developed a youth program

 for a large group of young im
m

igrants
from

 Argentina.  O
ne of the m

em
bers of this group w

as killed in a terrorist
attack, and the congregation’s w

arm
th and support form

ed the basis for this
ongoing relationship.

The IM
PJ also expanded Jew

ish studies and conversion classes, w
hich are

now
 attended by som

e 200 im
m

igrants on an ongoing basis.  The Israel
R

eligious Action C
enter’s Legal Advice C

enters for O
lim

 continue to help
im

m
igrants from

 the FSU
, Ethiopia and other countries to secure their rights

and navigate the m
aze of Israeli bureaucracy.  In 2003, such help w

as provided
for 6,336 olim

 through several offices around the country.

M
eeting Future N

eeds
The IM

PJ is justly proud of its achievem
ents in 2003.  H

ow
ever, the needs of

its own m
em

bers and Israeli society at large continue to grow, and the M
ovem

ent
m

ust redouble its efforts in response.  The Israeli R
eform

 M
ovem

ent faces a
unique challenge as it seeks to influence and m

old not only Progressive
congregations, but also the society and state of Israel.

The above achievem
ents w

ould not be possible w
ithout the help of the

M
ovem

ent’s m
any supporters.  The Jew

ish Agency for Israel continues to
provide substantial and generous support, as does the W

orld U
nion for

Progressive Judaism
, AR

ZA, AR
ZI (Australia) and R

eform
, Liberal, Progressive

and R
econstructionist individuals, congregations and organizations across the

w
orld.  G

reat thanks are also due to the R
ichard and R

hoda G
oldm

an Fund

of San Francisco; the U
nited Jew

ish Appeal - Federation of N
ew

 York; the
Jew

ish U
nited Fund of M

etropolitan C
hicago; U

nited Jew
ish C

om
m

unities of
M

etroW
est; the N

ew
 Israel Fund; Keren Keshet; the Blaustein Foundation;

the G
old Fam

ily Foundation; the Koret Foundation; the England Foundation;
the M

orton and Beverley R
echler Fam

ily Foundation; the Ford Foundation;
and the Am

es Foundation.  Space prevents acknow
ledgm

ent of all grants
and donations, but all are greatly appreciated.

To learn m
ore about the Israel M

ovem
ent for Progressive Judaism

, or to
subscribe to a m

onthly e-m
ail new

sletter in English, visit w
w

w
.reform

.org.il

M
ercaz Shim

son/W
orld U

nion H
eadquarters, Jerusalem
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M
ercaz S

him
son/B

eit S
hm

uel - The W
orld U

nion’s E
ducational

and C
ultural C

enter, and G
uesthouse in Jerusalem

M
ercaz Shim

shon/Beit Shm
uel is one of Jerusalem

’s leading educational
and cultural centers. Sharing the m

agnificent King David Street cam
pus of

Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion, it features the 400 seat
Hirsch Auditorium

, classroom
 and m

eeting facilities, an art gallery, offices
of the W

orld Union for Progressive Judaism
 and Israel M

ovem
ent for

Progressive Judaism
, and a guesthouse, all designed by world renown

architect M
oshe Safdie. Through its Beit M

idrash, cultural activities and
program

s, children’s program
m

ing and field trips, M
ercaz Shim

shon/Beit
Shm

uel reaches out to Jerusalem
ites of all backgrounds, and invites them

to encounter Progressive Judaism
 in a non-coercive, dynam

ic context.

The year 2003 m
arked several im

pressive accom
plishm

ents at the M
ercaz

Shim
shon/Beit Shm

uel Center. The Beit M
idrash study program

 had its
largest enrollm

ent ever with 85 students participating in beginner, interm
ediate

and advanced tracks. A new com
ponent of the Beit M

idrash in 2003 was the
addition of a com

m
unity service project for all students.

Religious and cultural program
s expanded during this year. For the first tim

e
M

ercaz Shim
shon hosted Shabbat m

orning dram
a perform

ances for children
and fam

ilies - all focusing on various Jewish them
es. A unique dram

a series
on Biblical subjects was conducted for children who are victim

s of terror, a
project supported in part by m

em
bers of The Jewish Center of the Ham

ptons,
New York.

M
ercaz Shim

shon/Beit Shm
uel’s popularity is growing.  In 2003 its m

ailing
list was 40%

 larger than in the previous year... In 2003 the Center hosted
events that included the Jerusalem

 International Film
 Festival, the Jerusalem

Art Festival, the Thespis Festival, the Ud Festival, the Jerusalem
 Festival,

and the Israel Festival.

Focus On:

C
elebrating Sukkot
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The Union for Progressive Judaism
/ANZA (UPJ) is the W

orld Union in Australia, New
Zealand, Hong Kong, Singapore, China, and India.  W

ith nineteen m
em

ber
congregations, two Day Schools and num

erous affiliated institutions, the UPJ ensures
that Jewish values and education flourish across its vast geographic area.

2003 was a year of accom
plishm

ent for the UPJ.

Principal am
ongst these was the growth of the UPJ electronic newsletter, ProjeNews,

sent weekly to over 3000 recipients in Australia and abroad.  ProjecNews includes
a drash on the Parshat HaShavuah, provides congregants of sm

all, Rabbi-less
congregations with contem

porary and m
eaningful serm

ons, and creates opportunities
for dialogue on the key issues facing Progressive Jews in the Region. ProjecNews
brings this diverse Jew

ish population together for study and activism
.

Dem
onstrating strong support for the State of Israel, the UPJ trained its leadership

to speak out on behalf of Israel and W
orld Jewry.  The Region’s support for the UIA

cam
paign increased yet again in 2003, through an effective cam

paign under the
exceptional direction of Ian Sam

uel and other dedicated volunteers.

Social Action groups have sprung up in several UPJ congregations recently. These
groups strive to be of service to the com

m
unity through Jewish/Christian/M

uslim
Dialogue, O

utreach to Refugees, and assistance to other disadvantaged groups.

The UPJ is proud to report that Australian Jewish day schools King David School
(Victoria) and Em

anuel School (New South W
ales) continue to expand their attendance

and facilities.  Netzer, the Reform
 Zionist Youth group, has upheld its fine record of

enjoyable and educational outreach to young people—
including program

m
ing at

hom
e as well as trips to Israel.

Rabbi John Levi, esteem
ed Regional Director for the past seven years, retired in

Novem
ber 2003. Rabbi Levi has been instrum

ental in bringing spiritual guidance and
enrichm

ent to thousands of UPJ m
em

bers with no access to a full tim
e rabbi.  His

W
orld Union 31

st International Convention Held in Jerusalem

Neither the Intifada, the threatened war in Iraq, nor a wintry snow storm
which cut Jerusalem

 off from
 the rest of the country prevented the W

orld
Union from

 conducting one of its m
ost successful ever International

Conventions, taking place in Jerusalem
 and in Haifa from

 February 26-
M

arch 2, 2003. This 31 st International Convention, on the them
e “New

Realities - Renewed Vision,” m
arked thirty years since m

oving the W
UPJ’s

headquarters to Jerusalem
. Out of the nearly 200 delegates who attended

the Convention, 115 cam
e from

 abroad, including representatives from
newly established W

UPJ com
m

unities in Denm
ark, Italy, and Poland.

Convention Chair Paula Edelstein, who is also Chairwom
an of the Israel

M
ovem

ent for Progressive Judaism
, rem

arked, “The convention went
extrem

ely well. There was im
m

ense satisfaction that we went ahead with
the convention (despite war jitters) and that so m

any cam
e from

 abroad.
The overriding feeling was ‘we’re in this together.’” Ruth Cohen, President
of the W

UPJ, com
m

ented, “It was a truly successful convention.  M
any

said it was the best ever.  W
e feel fully vindicated in that we took the

decision against m
any contrary views that we should skip Israel at this tim

e
in favor of another venue.”  Am

ong the m
any decisions taken by the W

UPJ
Governing Body during the course of its deliberations at the Convention
was to schedule the 32nd International Convention for M

oscow in June
2005.  Everyone, please m

ark your calendars for this truly historic event!

Focus On:

wise counsel and erudite teachings are m
uch appreciated by all those he touched.

In Novem
ber 2004, the G

overning body of the W
orld Union for Progressive Judaism

will hold its annual m
eeting in Sydney, Australia, and advance preparations have

already begun.  Leaders from
 all continents of the globe are expected to join UPJ

leadership for this m
om

entous occasion.

For m
ore inform

ation on the Union for Progressive Judaism
 - ANZA, visit www.upj.org.au
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The European R
egion of the W

orld U
nion for Progressive Judaism

 is the
um

brella organization for Progressive Jewish com
m

unities across the Continent,
and is pleased to w

itness the resurgence of Jew
ish life throughout W

estern
and C

entral Europe.  The R
egion’s w

ork flourishes at the local level, w
here

com
m

unities in cities and tow
ns build Jew

ish lives rich in m
eaning and activity,

and also internationally, w
here these organizations w

ork together in
governm

ental advocacy, strategic planning, young adult program
m

ing, and
in support for the State of Israel.

The W
orld U

nion is w
orking to enhance its involvem

ent and im
pact in the

European U
nion, the U

N
 H

um
an R

ights C
om

m
ission, U

N
ESC

O
 and other

international institutions located in E
urope.  It has begun building

paraprofessional training program
s in Europe, designed to em

pow
er local

com
m

unities and to augm
ent the lim

ited availability of rabbinic and educational
professional staff to serve them

.

In the U
nited Kingdom

, The N
etherlands and Belgium

, Progressive Jew
ish

com
m

unities are fully recognized and play an im
portant role w

ithin com
m

unal
bodies.  In m

any other countries, notably G
erm

any, H
ungary, France and

Italy, Progressive com
m

unities suffer discrim
ination, such as the State’s refusal

to provide them
 with direct funding on the sam

e basis as O
rthodox com

m
unities,

and exclusion from
 participation in com

m
unal organizations.  This occurs on

the basis that there m
ust be a single Jew

ish address, and this rem
ains the

long established O
rthodox body w

hich does not w
ish to recognize non-

O
rthodox Judaism

In N
ovem

ber 2003, representatives from
 m

any of the European R
egion’s

congregations m
et to discuss these problem

s, and to coordinate the European
R

egion of the W
U

PJ’s efforts to overcom
e this discrim

ination, in a highly
successful sem

inar entitled “C
hallenges for R

ecognition Facing Progressive
C

om
m

unities in Europe.”  Another conference, w
ider in scope, “C

hanging

Europe - a C
hallenge to European Judaism

,” w
ill be held in The H

ague in
M

arch 2004, to coincide w
ith the W

U
PJ G

overning Body m
eeting. The

conference w
ill also include a European R

abbinic Kallah, designed to com
bat

the isolation experienced by m
any Progressive rabbis in their hom

e com
m

unities.

M
arking the 75th Anniversary of the first W

orld U
nion C

onference, w
hich took

place in Berlin in 1928, the annual C
onference of the U

nion for Progressive
Jews in G

erm
any m

et in Berlin in July 2003.  A special program
 com

m
em

orating
that anniversary m

arked an im
portant step in the W

orld U
nion’s efforts to

secure governm
ental recognition and funding for G

erm
an Progressive

Synagogues, and w
as attended by M

r. O
tto Schily, M

inister of the Interior.

Last year’s European R
egional Board M

eeting w
as held in tandem

 w
ith the

G
erm

an Liberal U
nion C

onference; som
e 60 delegates attended.  Six

congregations w
ere adm

itted as associate m
em

bers:  International Jew
ish

C
enter (Brussels), Shir H

adash (Florence), U
nion Juive Liberale de Lyon

(Lyon), C
entre Judaica (M

arseille), Beth Shalom
 (M

ilan), and Beit W
arszaw

a
(W

arsaw).  The W
orld Union is pleased to welcom

e these fine new com
m

unities.

The w
ebsite of the European R

egion can be found at w
w

w
.europeanregion.org

C
andle Lighting C

erem
ony R

em
em

bering V
ictim

s of
the H

olocaust at the C
onference of The G

erm
an U

nion
for Progressive Jew

s, held in B
erlin.
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Progressive Judaism
 is on the m

ove in the Form
er Soviet U

nion, fueled by
m

yriad activities undertaken by devoted, indigenous staff and volunteers.  In
2003, som

e one hundred congregations and groups took part in W
orld U

nion-
sponsored program

m
ing, under the auspices of the Associations of Progressive

Jew
ish C

ongregations in R
ussia, Belarus, and U

kraine.

O
f special note, The R

eligious U
nion for Progressive Judaism

 in the U
kraine

and C
ongregation H

atikva of Kiev m
oved into new

 facilities that include a
synagogue hall, activity and com

puter room
s, and offices for the R

abbi and
other staff.  In M

insk, C
ongregation Sim

cha, led by its new
 R

abbi G
risha

Abram
ovich, began using one of the halls in that city’s new

 Joint D
istribution

C
om

m
ittee-sponsored com

m
unity center for Shabbat and holiday services.

Staffing in 2003 has increased as w
ell.  Tw

o new
ly ordained R

abbis from
 the

Leo Baeck C
ollege in London began w

ork in the FSU
: R

abbi Sasha Lyskovoy
in St. Petersburg and R

abbi Abram
ovich in M

insk.  Ira Zachozaya, the first
professionally trained Progressive Jew

ish educator to serve in the FSU
 joined

the W
U

PJ staff as w
ell, and is based in Kiev.  R

abbi N
elly Shulm

an assum
ed

the new
 position of D

irector of C
om

m
unity W

orker’s Program
, responsible for

the professional developm
ent and supervision of those serving Progressive

congregations throughout the FSU
.

As part of the W
U

PJ’s com
m

itm
ent to Jew

ish Education, a series of over
tw

enty annual leadership training sem
inars, as w

ell as Special Education and
Jew

ish Identity Sem
inars, w

ere conducted in 2003.  The sem
inars w

ere
supported, in part, by the Dutch Hum

anitarian Fund, the L.A. Pincus Com
m

ittee,
the Jew

ish Agency for Israel, the Joint D
istribution C

om
m

ittee, the C
harles

and Lynn Schusterm
an Foundation, and m

any Federations and R
eform

 and
Liberal congregations and private donors from

 around the w
orld.

As of 2003 there w
ere seven full tim

e, Progressive kindergartens in operation,
as w

ell as num
erous religious school program

s training scores of Bar/Bat

Focus On:
W

UPJ Advocacy in Support of Progressive Judaism
 in Germ

any

The im
portance of Germ

any in the history of Reform
 Judaism

 is unquestionable.
It is therefore of special m

eaning that Progressive Judaism
 is growing so quickly

as a part of the overall Jewish renaissance in Germ
any today. Over the last ten

years m
ore than 100,000 Jews have chosen to live in Germ

any, m
ost from

 the
countries of the form

er Soviet Union. According to the Berlin Jewish newspaper
Judisches Berlin, 45%

 of the m
em

bers of the Berlin Jewish com
m

unity identify with
the Liberal or Reform

 m
ovem

ents (Septem
ber 2002, January 2003).

In light of these facts it is all the m
ore disturbing that Reform

 Judaism
 in Germ

any
today is not granted equal status as a form

al m
em

ber of the Jewish com
m

unity.
Germ

any's Jewish com
m

unity is represented by the Zentralrat, an um
brella Jewish

com
m

unity structure which receives and distributes funds channeled to it from
 the

Germ
an Governm

ent. M
uch to the detrim

ent of the Progressive M
ovem

ent in
Germ

any, the Zentralrat does not recognize Progressive congregations as legitim
ate

m
em

bers of the Jewish com
m

unity and therefore these congregations are not
entitled to Governm

ent funding.

The W
orld Union is determ

ined to redress this discrim
inatory situation and has

begun efforts to change both the Germ
an Governm

ent's policy with regards to
funding the Jewish Com

m
unity and the Zentralrat's orientation vis-a-vis Progressive

Jewish congregations. High-level W
orld Union delegations, led by W

orld Union
Executive Director Rabbi Uri Regev, have m

et with Germ
an Governm

ent officials
and leaders of the Zentralrat in an attem

pt to put the Progressive M
ovem

ent in
Germ

any on an equal footing with Orthodox congregations. This advocacy role of
the W

orld Union is one of the m
ost im

portant ways worldwide Progressive Judaism
can support local Progressive m

ovem
ents.

The W
orld Union, working in close cooperation with the Union of Progressive Jews

in Germ
any, is determ

ined to see the day when Reform
 Judaism

 returns to its
rightful place of esteem

 and im
portance in Germ

any. The num
erous Progressive

m
ovem

ent congregations, youth and educational activities, and the newly established
Abraham

 Geiger Rabbinical Sem
inary, all deserve no less.
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M
itzvah children.  In 2003, Progressive congregations held Shabbat and holiday

celebrations for thousands and hosted a w
ide array of Jew

ish cultural, social,
and educational program

s.  They also conducted Tzedakah program
s for the

com
m

unity at large.

A m
ajor accom

plishm
ent of 2003 w

as the publication of the long-aw
aited W

U
PJ

R
ussian-H

ebrew
 H

igh H
oly D

ay M
achzor.  The prayer book, based on the

H
ebrew

 text of the Israel Progressive M
ovem

ent M
achzor, “Intentions of the

H
eart,” includes critical notes and explanations of the prayers as w

ell as
considerable transliteration.

An additional accom
plishm

ent of 2003 w
as the creation of an instructional C

D
in R

ussian dem
onstrating how

 to conduct a traditional Passover seder.  This
C

D
 guide w

as produced by the W
orld U

nion w
ith financial assistance from

 the
Joint D

istribution C
om

m
ittee.  It is being distributed free of charge through

W
orld U

nion affiliated institutions and congregations throughout the w
orld,

w
herever there are R

ussian speakers.

W
ith both sym

bolic and tangible im
pact, several Torah scrolls w

ere donated
to congregations throughout the FS

U
 in 2003 by sister W

orld U
nion

congregations.

Passover in the Form
er Soviet U

nion:  A R
em

arkable Joint Project
of the W

orld U
nion for Progressive Judaism

 and the H
ebrew

 U
nion

C
ollege - Jew

ish Institute of R
eligion

Fourteen students from
 the Jerusalem

 cam
pus of H

ebrew
 U

nion
C

ollege - Jew
ish Institute of R

eligion (H
U

C
-JIR

) traveled to R
ussia,

Ukraine, and Belarus - at their own expense - to help lead Passover
sedarim

 and services in 2003 on behalf of the W
orld U

nion.  The
participants w

ere divided into groups of tw
o and three and sent

to W
orld U

nion congregations in sm
aller com

m
unities. D

uring their
w

eek in the FSU
, they also taught in kindergartens and Sunday

schools, and led b’nei m
itzvah and N

etzer youth m
ovem

ent
activities.

O
ther Pesach activities in the FSU

 w
ere led by the local leadership

and staff of the three m
ain m

ovem
ents in R

ussia, U
kraine, and

Belarus, including three sedarim
 conducted at the O

R
O

SIR
P

rogressive congregation alone (w
here each seder could

accom
m

odate only 50 congregants), two for m
em

bers of Holocaust
survivor groups, and one for an organization of Jew

ish w
riters,

m
usicians and theater artists held at the Joint D

istribution
C

om
m

ittee’s M
oscow

 Jew
ish cultural center, w

hich heralds a new
era of cooperation betw

een O
R

O
S

IR
 and the JD

C
.

In addition, students of the W
orld U

nion’s Institute for M
odern

Jew
ish Studies conducted four sedarim

 for “Yad Ezra,” a center
for the elderly and handicapped in M

oscow
.

Focus On:

H
U

C
-JIR

 Students C
elebrate Pesach in the

Form
er Soviet U

nion.
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C
aribbean and C

entral A
m

erica

The U
nion of Jew

ish C
ongregations of Latin Am

erica and the C
aribbean (U

JC
L)

w
as form

ed in 1998, and strives to preserve the continuity of Judaism
 through

its support of sm
all, liberal congregations throughout the region. W

ithout the
U

JC
L and W

U
PJ, these Jew

s w
ould otherw

ise rem
ain ignored and isolated,

left by them
selves to face the m

ultiple challenges to survival inherent in m
icro-

com
m

unities.  Youth is the top priority, and the U
nion concentrates its efforts

on education, so that children in the region inherit the incredible richness of
the Jew

ish tradition.  Through outreach to unaffiliated Jew
ish com

m
unities in

the C
aribbean and C

entral Am
erica, the U

JC
L endeavors to assist others of

com
m

on aspiration and to further the goals of P
rogressive Judaism

.

In 2003, five rabbis joined congregations in the region: R
abbi M

arcelo Bater
to Aruba’s C

ongregation Beth Israel Israelitische G
em

eente, R
abbi M

ichael
H

olzm
an joined C

ongregation B’nei Israel C
osta R

ica, R
abbi M

ordechai R
otem

assum
ed the leadership of Tem

ple Beth Shalom
 in Puerto R

ico, R
abbi D

aniel
Zang runs the C

om
m

unidad Israelita de El Salvador, and R
abbi G

. Kraselnik
arrived in Kol Shearit Israel, Panam

a. 2003 m
arks the second year of operation

of the Isaac R
abin School in Panam

a, currently 190 students strong, and
dedicated to hum

anistic education in order to “transm
it the ethical values of

the Jew
ish people, and to form

 m
en and w

om
en of integrity, w

ith great spiritual
and ethical sensitivity.”

The U
JC

L’s w
ebsite m

ay be found at w
w

w
.ujcl.org.

South A
m

erica

The year 2003 w
itnessed a continuation of W

U
PJ efforts to support the

educational and hum
anitarian w

ork of the Progressive M
ovem

ent in Argentina.
U

nder the inspiring leadership of R
abbi Sergio Bergm

an and his colleagues

in the netw
ork of liberal com

m
unities in Buenos Aires, and other Argentinean

cities, thousands of Jew
s received m

aterial and spiritual sustenance.

W
orking through the fram

ew
ork of the Yad B'Yad (”H

and in H
and”) Task

Force under the leadership of W
U

PJ Senior Vice President Jerry Tanenbaum
,

the W
orld U

nion reclaim
ed a central role of involvem

ent in Argentina in
2003. There w

ere num
erous rabbinic and lay leadership m

issions to the
country under the auspices of the W

orld U
nion, fostering personal connections

and increased involvem
ent in our m

ovem
ent activities.

Progressive com
m

unities in Brazil w
ere also active in 2003, succeeding to

raise the profile of liberal Judaism
 in m

any im
portant w

ays. R
abbi Leonardo

Alanati, of C
ongregation Israelita M

ineira (C
IM

) in Belo H
orizonte, initiated

Project Aviv to com
bat the devastating econom

ic dow
nturn in the country.

The project’s m
ain goal is to assist unem

ployed professionals in finding new
positions. Thirty people w

ere helped in the last nine m
onths of the year.

The Associacao R
eligiosa Israelita (AR

I) in R
io broke new

 ground in 2003
w

ith the hiring of R
abbi Sandra H

ochm
ann, the first fem

ale rabbi to be hired
in a Brazilian congregation. R

abbi H
ochm

ann joins senior R
abbi Sergio

M
arguiles to form

 the rabbinic team
 in the A

R
I and to continue the

congregation's grow
th and developm

ent in the city.

C
ongregation Israelita Paulista (C

IP), w
ith senior R

abbi H
enry Sobel, also

concluded a m
ost successful 2003 w

ith expanded youth program
s, social

w
elfare projects, and inter-faith gatherings. W

orld U
nion Executive C

om
m

ittee
m

em
ber M

iriam
 Vasserm

an, m
em

ber of C
IP, assum

ed the leadership of
the first ever Latin Am

erica C
onference of Liberal Judaism

 to take place in
Sao Paulo in April 2004.

The W
orld U

nion is gearing up for an expanded role in Latin Am
erica during

2004. The region has trem
endous potential in term

s of rabbinic and lay leadership
and the W

orld Union, together with partners in North Am
erica (URJ) is com

m
itted

to providing organizational and program
m

atic support in the future.
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If nothing else, the year just ending w
ill be rem

em
bered as the year the U

nion
finally succeeded in changing its nam

e to U
nion for R

eform
 Judaism

: Serving
R

eform
 C

ongregations in N
orth Am

erica.

It has been 131 years since R
abbi Isaac M

ayer W
ise, visionary of a unified

Jew
ish com

m
unity in N

orth Am
erica, founded the U

nion of Am
erican H

ebrew
C

ongregations. W
hile his hope that all Jew

ish denom
inations could be united

under one organizational um
brella did not m

aterialize, the R
eform

 M
ovem

ent
has m

ore than realized his dream
 for a vibrant and strong union of congregations.

Today, the R
eform

 M
ovem

ent’s 920 congregations constitute the largest, m
ost

dynam
ic, and m

ost forw
ard-thinking Jew

ish denom
ination in N

orth Am
erica.

Adapting to the changing needs of the tim
es, R

eform
 Judaism

 continues to
attract new

 m
em

bers, including Jew
s w

ho grew
 up in other denom

inations,
form

erly unaffiliated Jew
s, and those from

 other faiths w
ho are draw

n to
Judaism

’s enduring m
essage.

K
’lal Yisrael

In a year m
arked by rising anti-Sem

itism
 in Europe and elsew

here, U
nion for

R
eform

 Judaism
 President R

abbi Eric Yoffie called on R
eform

 Jew
s to

understand that the best w
ay to com

bat “the m
onstrous canards that continue

to circulate” is not to w
ithdraw

 into a ghetto but to build better interfaith bridges.
Four C

hristian denom
inations have joined the U

nion in launching O
pen D

oors,
O

pen M
inds: Synagogues and C

hurches Studying Together, a program
 of

interfaith dialogue introduced at the M
inneapolis Biennial. C

hurches and
synagogues began im

plem
enting the seven-session curriculum

 in the spring;
others are planning to introduce it this fall.

To bolster support for Progressive Judaism
 in Israel and the Form

er Soviet
U

nion, the U
nion has asked every R

eform
 congregation to adopt the grassroots

initiative entitled H
ineini: Em

bracing O
ur People, Em

bracing O
ur Future,

funded by annual $18 donations from
 synagogue m

em
bers. By spring, m

any
congregations had pledged their com

m
itm

ent; others have been considering
how

 to incorporate H
ineini into their existing partnerships w

ith R
eform

com
m

unities in Israel. C
ongregations w

ith a high level of participation w
ill be

recognized as “Builder C
ongregations” in R

eform
 Judaism

 m
agazine and on

the w
eb w

ith a variety of opportunities for education and partnership, including
online chats, new

sletters, and videos.

The bond betw
een N

orth Am
erican R

eform
 Jew

s and w
orld Jew

ry w
as evident

at the 2004 Biennial, w
hich brought 4,500 R

eform
 Jew

s from
 the U

.S. and
C

anada as w
ell as a large delegation of congregational representatives from

throughout the W
orld U

nion for Progressive Judaism
 to M

inneapolis to study,
pray, and take action.  N

orth Am
erican Jew

s also journeyed to Israel in
increasing num

bers on M
ovem

ent-sponsored m
issions.

In the spring, a record sixty-six high school students spent a sem
ester in

Israel as part of the Eisendrath International Exchange program
. M

any of the
students are leaders in their congregations or participants in M

eitav: The
Youth Fellowship for Reform

 Jewish Leadership, which engages the M
ovem

ent’s
m

ost spiritually curious and intellectually m
otivated teenagers in a three - year

program
 of significant Jew

ish study and leadership training. In addition, m
ore

than 200 R
eform

 college students visited the Jew
ish state as participates in

“birthright Israel” or leadership trips organized through H
illel.

For M
ore Inform

ation on U
R

J Program
s go to their w

ebsite at w
w

w
.urj.org
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The Southern Africa U
nion for Progressive Judaism

 (SAU
PJ) enjoyed a

successful 2003.

H
ighlights revolved around the activities of three rabbis.  A special celebration

w
as held in honor of the seventieth anniversary of the arrival in South Africa

of R
abbi M

.C
. W

eiler z.l., the first rabbi to serve the M
ovem

ent there.  The
evening honored the Sisterhood, celebrating also the seventieth anniversary
of its founding.  R

abbi U
ri R

egev, Executive D
irector of the W

orld U
nion for

Progressive Judaism
, m

ade his first official visit to South Africa, inspiring a
great deal of learning and teaching.  Student R

abbi G
reg Alexander initiated

a C
om

m
unity W

eekend full of study sessions, special services, festive m
eals,

and activities for children and young adults.  Several hundred people attended.

It m
ust be noted, how

ever, that the fulltim
e rabbinate in the Progressive

m
ovem

ent in South Africa is currently quite spare, and new
 recruits are actively

sought.

The new
ly inaugurated Adult Education Project included a series of lectures

and discussions on Jew
ish and other topics, and H

akol, the SAU
PJ new

sletter,
w

as launched, to be published three or four tim
es each year.  Southern Africa’s

N
etzer snif continued to grow

, spurred by the active participation of local
young leaders.

Through the exceptional dedication and hard w
ork of its rabbis and lay leaders,

the Progressive M
ovem

ent rem
ains an integral part of the SA Jew

ish Board
of D

eputies, the SA Zionist Federation and on governm
ent consultative

com
m

ittees.  R
abbi D

avid H
offm

an plays a prom
inent role at the W

estern
C

ape C
ouncils of the Board and the Federation, as does R

abbi M
ichael

Standfield in D
urban and R

abbi C
harles W

allach in Johannesburg, the
headquarters of the com

m
unal organization.

Jew
ish Population in the U

nited States

In 2003, the U
nited Jew

ish C
om

m
unities published the results of

the 2000-01 National Jewish Population Survey, outlining significant
trends in Jew

ish Life in the U
nited States.  These have im

portant
im

plications for Progressive Jew
s in the U

.S. and around the
w

orld.

The Jew
ish population of the U

nited States in 2001, as defined
in the Survey, is 5.2 m

illion individuals, w
ith 6.7 m

illion people
living in Jew

ish households (these including interm
arried fam

ilies).
O

f the 40%
 of households that belong to synagogues, a full 79%

are non-O
rthodox (39%

 R
eform

, 33%
 C

onservative, 5%
 O

ther,
2%

 R
econstructionist).

M
ost Am

erican Jew
s observe som

e holidays and rituals, including
lighting H

anukkah candles (72%
 of all Jew

s), and attending
Passover Seder (67%

).  A m
inority (27%

) attend synagogue at
least m

onthly, or keep kosher at hom
e (21%

).

D
isturbingly, but not surprisingly, younger U

.S. Jew
s are less

engaged w
ith Judaism

 than are older Jew
s, and 44%

 of Jew
s are

not affiliated w
ith any Jew

ish organization.  N
early tw

o thirds,
how

ever, feel em
otionally attached to Israel and 45%

 have friends
or fam

ily there - indicating that the W
orld U

nion’s global approach
is a pow

erful m
eans of reaching non-affiliated Jew

s.  Jew
s w

ith
organizational affiliations report significantly higher rates of
attachm

ent to Israel.

For m
ore inform

ation on the 2000-01 N
ational Jew

ish Population
Survey, visit w

w
w

.ujc.org Focus On:
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The W
orld U

nion’s P
rogram

s for Y
outh and Y

oung A
dults

Sustaining the Future
N

etzer O
lam

i (R
eform

 Zionist Youth) is the international youth m
ovem

ent
affiliated w

ith the W
U

PJ. Since its founding tw
enty five years ago in South

Africa and Australia, N
etzer has spread to m

eet the divergent needs of m
any

thousands of Progressive youth across the globe. Through its international
headquarters located in Jerusalem

, N
etzer co-ordinates international program

s,
w

hile the local branches (”sniffim
”) arrange sem

inars and cam
ps in over eleven

countries serving as a vital link betw
een D

iaspora youth and Israel. N
etzer

has expanded its activities through the creation of “TaM
aR

 - the M
ovem

ent
for Zionist Fulfillm

ent” targeting N
etzer graduates and unaffiliated college

students in an effort to further the cause of Progressive Zionism
 and strengthen

their Jew
ish identity.

Som
e significant accom

plishm
ents m

arked in 2003:

Form
er Soviet U

nion: 700 youth participated in four different sum
m

er cam
ps,

in addition to a w
inter cam

p.  1000 M
ovem

ent m
em

bers participated in som
e

tw
elve w

eekend sem
inars in R

ussia, Siberia, Belarus, U
kraine and the Baltics.

Also, forty-four young adults participated in the first ever N
etzer m

ission from
the FSU

, visiting Progressive com
m

unities in Poland and the C
zech R

epublic.

The N
etherlands: Four years after its establishm

ent, N
etzer O

lam
i H

olland
opened its first sum

m
er cam

p.

G
erm

any: 2003 saw
 the launch of N

etzer O
lam

i activities in G
erm

any, w
ith

a sum
m

er cam
p and several highly successful sem

inars for TaM
aR

-JU
J.

G
reat B

ritain: Am
idst a flurry of activity throughout the year, four cam

ps of
R

SY N
etzer provided 700 British youth w

ith significant Jew
ish sum

m
er

experiences, and the “Kadim
a” cam

p of U
lpsnyc N

etzer did the sam
e for

another 250 participants.

A
rgentina: D

espite the lack of paid leaders, the local m
ovem

ent’s com
m

itm
ent

and dedication m
anaged to sponsor successful sum

m
er and w

inter cam
ps

for m
ore than 225 participants.

South A
frica:  W

ith the help and support of N
etzer O

lam
i, 125 young South

African Jew
s enjoyed a sum

m
er cam

p, and w
eekend activities throughout

the year.

A
ustralia:  Buoyed by the fantastic cooperation of local com

m
unities, N

etzer
O

lam
i/TaM

aR
 continues to expand into m

id-sized Australian cities, and also
into N

ew
 Zealand.  M

ajor operations include three sum
m

er cam
ps, the sam

e
num

ber of m
ajor annual sem

inars, and a group trip to Israel.

Spain:  The Barcelona operation, now
 four years old, conducted a special

intensive sem
inar for tw

enty five participants, as w
ell as a highly successful

sum
m

er cam
p.

Israel:  N
oar Telem

, the Israeli branch of N
etzer O

lam
i, expanded to nine

centers across the country.  It conducted sum
m

er cam
ps in 2003 for tw

ice
the num

ber of youngsters as the year before-420, in total.  Israel also hosted
delegates from

 eleven countries for a tw
elve-day gathering.

N
etzer O

lam
i has been running, in spite of the geo-political difficulties, its

year-long course in leadership (called “Shnat-N
etzer”) for M

ovem
ent graduates

from
 the U

nited Kingdom
, South Africa, Australia, Argentina, and The

N
etherlands in Israel.  N

etzer O
lam

i also conducted its international gatherings
in Israel for M

ovem
ent leadership from

 around the w
orld.

The W
orld U

nion plans to expand the w
ork of N

etzer O
lam

i, opening it to
m

ore w
orldw

ide youth, facilitating greater cooperation w
ith the N

orth Am
erican

R
eform

 youth program
s (N

FTY), enhancing participation of youth and young
adults in W

U
PJ, reviving young adult trips to Israel, and developing fram

ew
orks

for young adults from
 different parts of the w

orld to interact.



D
uring the 2003 W

U
PJ C

onvention in Jerusalem
, R

abbi U
ri R

egev presented
six new

 initiatives, areas of significant expansion in the near future.
They are:

International A
dvocacy

The W
orld U

nion believes that it is vital to give expression to the progressive
Jew

ish com
m

itm
ent to Tikkun O

lam
 throughout the w

orld.   The W
orld U

nion
w

ill undertake a three-pronged approach to build upon past achievem
ents and

m
ake a significant and lasting contribution to Tikkun O

lam
.  These w

ill both
reflect and give further credence to the fact that the W

orld U
nion is the largest

international Jew
ish religious organization.

Advocacy in international institutions such as the U
nited N

ations H
um

an
R

ights C
om

m
ission, U

N
E

S
C

O
, and the E

uropean U
nion.

M
obilization of m

em
bers of W

orld U
nion-affiliated congregations on

m
atters of international im

portance such as defending hum
an rights,

protecting the environm
ent, and com

bating anti-Sem
itism

, poverty and
hum

an trafficking.

Advocacy on behalf of Progressive com
m

unities in areas w
here they

are denied rights or equality, such as Israel, G
erm

any, H
ungary, and

Italy.

The International Advocacy, Tikkun O
lam

 Task Force, led by Evely Lazer
Shansky and staffed by Ariella Thal from

 the R
eligious Action C

enter, has
already begun to w

ork on these issues.

International Interfaith A
ctivity

W
ith fundam

entalist voices on the rise and threatening the stability of the w
orld,

a liberal religious voice, conducive to co-existence, social justice and hum
an

equality is needed now
 m

ore than ever.  The W
orld U

nion w
ill assum

e a m
ore

18

active role in this critical field by establishing a global interfaith netw
ork of

Progressive congregations.

N
etzer Sum

m
er C

am
p in Europe
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Leadership D
evelopm

ent

The key to securing Jew
ish continuity and strengthening Progressive Judaism

is high-quality professional, para-professional and lay leadership.  M
any

developing and often isolated com
m

unities cannot afford professional support
to develop and educate their m

em
bers.  There are com

m
unities that have

som
e professional support, but not enough in specialized areas such as youth

w
ork, fam

ily education and outreach, liturgy and song leading, and H
ebrew

,
am

ong others.  The W
orld U

nion intends to create the infrastructure to provide
training for interested leaders by assisting in recruitm

ent and placem
ent of

Jew
ish professionals, initiating program

s for leadership developm
ent and

training, and m
obilizing teachers and resources from

 established Jew
ish

com
m

unities to serve the needs of their em
erging and challenged counterparts.

Project H
ineini, w

hich is creating opportunities for lay leaders in Eastern Europe
to gain w

orship and m
anagem

ent training, and is also establishing leadership-
training program

s for young adults in m
any countries, w

ill aid in this m
ission.

Inform
ation Technology

As the largest body of religious Jew
s in the w

orld, the W
U

PJ is the um
brella

organization w
ith the responsibility of bringing together and supporting m

ore
than 1.5 m

illion m
em

bers of the 1200 R
eform

, Progressive, Liberal and
R

econstructionist congregations in over forty countries.  It is crucial that all
advantages of the m

ost up-to-date Inform
ation Technology (IT) system

s be
utilized effectively and creatively in fulfillm

ent of the W
orld U

nion’s m
ission:

social and intellectual stim
ulation, stronger bonds betw

een participating
constituencies, and a dynam

ic dialogue betw
een Progressive com

m
unities

w
orldw

ide. The W
orld U

nion is deeply com
m

itted to aiding sm
all and rem

ote
congregations by providing them

 access to IT tools not otherw
ise available.

W
U

PJ w
ill develop a central, w

eb-accessible data bank of the best available
m

aterials and resources relevant to our congregations and m
em

bership,
including educational curricula, liturgical m

aterials, synagogue adm
inistration,

and outreach, am
ong others. It w

ill m
ake distance-learning program

s available
to the global Progressive M

ovem
ent and ensure ongoing dialogue betw

een

Israel and D
iaspora constituencies, and facilitate the w

ork of international
com

m
ittees and task forces.  N

etzer and TaM
aR

 w
ill have a vibrant, active

presence w
ithin the W

U
PJ site.

N
etzer C

am
p in B

elarus.
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Youth and International Young A
dult Forum

D
ynam

ic and m
otivated youth and young adults are essential for Judaism

’s
future.  The W

orld U
nion intends to build and m

aintain an international Young
Adult forum

 of R
eform

, Progressive, Liberal, and R
econstructionist m

ovem
ents

w
orldw

ide.  This forum
 w

ill conduct leadership training activities on the local,
national, and international levels, creating a w

orldw
ide netw

ork of young adults
w

ho are bonded to the W
orld U

nion and w
ho w

ill subsequently becom
e an

active part of its future leadership.

The joint AR
ZEN

U
/W

U
PJ Task Force is headed by Barrister M

ark S. Anshan,
President of AR

ZEN
U

 and staffed by Lesley Sachs, Associate D
irector of the

W
U

PJ. The task force initiated discussion betw
een the different bodies of the

M
ovem

ent - especially N
orth Am

erica, G
reat Britain and Israel - to coordinate

and join forces and enhance our activity for young adults in Israel.  In addition,
a N

etzer O
lam

i Israel C
om

m
ittee w

as re-established, headed by Ari M
erom

,
a graduate of the W

U
PJ’s Beutel Leadership Program

.

A
ffinity G

roups

W
hile W

orld U
nion congregations are separated by geography and language,

they are united by their shared com
m

itm
ent to Jew

ish tradition and the Jew
ish

future.  The W
orld U

nion w
ill endeavor to facilitate several trips and m

eetings
betw

een congregations each year in order to bring Jew
s from

 different parts
of the w

orld together to enhance ties, w
hether professional, personal, spiritual

or financial, betw
een W

orld U
nion m

em
ber congregations around the w

orld;
to study their joint and unique histories, and to engage in significant projects.
These m

issions w
ill, in particular, be designed to help strengthen sm

aller,
less advantaged congregations.

C
hildren in W

U
PJ-sponsored K

indergarten
in K

iev relate to Torah.
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W
U

PJ O
fficers and Executive B

oard

O
fficers

R
uth C

ohen (IS) President
Jerry Tanenbaum

 (U
SA) Senior Vice President

Leslie Bergm
an (U

K) Treasurer
R

obert M
orris (U

SA) Financial Secretary
Ina R

ae Levy (U
SA) Secretary

Jonathan Livny (IS) Secretary

Executive B
oard

Steven Baum
an (U

SA)
N

ani Beutel (C
AN

)
Philip Bliss (AU

S)
Stephen Breslauer (U

SA)
Paula Edelstein (ISR

)
Leo H

epner (U
K)

W
illiam

 H
ess (U

SA)
Sim

on Jocum
 (R

SA)
Val Kaplan (U

SA)
Philip M

eltzer (U
SA)

Felix M
osbacher (FR

A)
Tam

ara Schagas (AR
G

) Youth R
epresentative

M
iriam

 Vasserm
an (BR

)
H

elene W
aranch (U

SA)

H
onorary Life M

em
bers

R
abbi R

ichard H
irsch, H

onorary Life President (IS)
Austin Beutel (C

AN
)

G
erard D

aniel (U
SA)

R
uth D

aniel (U
SA)

D
onald D

ay (U
SA)

Betty G
olom

b (U
SA)

Betty R
osw

ell (U
SA)

Arthur R
osw

ell (U
SA)

R
ichard Scheuer (U

SA)
D

olores W
ilkenfeld (U

SA)

Professional Staff

Jerusalem
R

abbi U
ri R

egev, Executive D
irector

R
abbi Joel O

seran, Associate D
irector

Lesley Sachs, Associate D
irector

Todd W
arnick, C

hief Financial O
fficer

M
aoz H

aviv, Executive D
irector of N

etzer O
lam

i
Alex Kagan, D

irector, N
etzer FSU

D
ebbie Pulik, Adm

inistrative Associate
O

fer Shem
er, C

ultural and Educational D
irector-M

ercaz Shim
shon/Beit Shm

uel
Ayala D

ekel, R
eservation M

anager-M
ercaz Shim

shon/Beit Shm
uel

N
ew

 York C
ity

D
aniel N

adelm
ann, D

irector of D
evelopm

ent
R

on W
egsm

an, G
rant M

anager
Suzanne Lutz, D

evelopm
ent C

oordinator
C

hristina R
uiz, D

evelopm
ent Associate

FSU
R

abbi G
risha Abram

ovich - M
insk

R
abbi Alex D

ukhovny - Kiev
R

abbi G
regory Kotlyar - M

oscow
R

abbi Sasha Lyskovoi - St. Petersburg
M

ark R
ikel - D

irector, M
oscow

 O
ffice

R
abbi N

elly Shulm
an - M

oscow
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W
orld H

eadquarters:

W
orld U

nion for Progressive Judaism
13 King D

avid Street
Jerusalem

, Israel 94101
Telephone:  972 2 620 3447
Fax:  972 2 620 3525
E-m

ail:  w
upjis@

w
upj.org.il

W
ebsite: w

w
w

.w
upj.org

R
egional H

eadquarters:

A
ustralia, N

ew
 Zealand, A

sia

U
nion for Progressive Judaism

 (U
PJ)

Includes C
hina, H

ong Kong, India and Singapore
PO

 Box 128
St. Kilda
Victoria, Australia  3183
Telephone: 61 3 9533 8587
Fax: 61 3 9521 1229
E-m

ail: upj@
bigpond.com

W
ebsite: w

w
w

.upj.org.au

C
aribbean and C

entral A
m

erica

U
nion of Jew

ish C
ongregations of Latin Am

erica and the C
aribbean (U

JC
L)

P.O
. Box 655

O
ranjestad, Aruba

D
utch C

aribbean
Telephone:  297-582-32-72
Fax:  297-582-82-31
E-m

ail:  U
jclinfo@

yahoo.com
W

ebsite: w
w

w
.ujcl.org

Europe

European R
egion, W

U
PJ

The Sternberg C
entre for Judaism

80 East End R
oad

London N
3 2SY

U
nited Kingdom

Telephone: 44-20-8349-3799
Fax: 44-20-8343-0901
E-m

ail:  adm
inistrator@

europeanregion.org
W

ebsite: w
w

w
.europeanregion.org

Form
er Soviet U

nion

Association of Progressive Jew
ish C

ongregations in R
ussia

 Vsevolozhsky per. 2
Entrance 1, O

R
O

SIR
119034 M

oscow
R

ussia
Telephone: 7-095-201-3711
Fax: 7-095-201-3631
E-m

ail: W
upj-orosir@

m
tu-net.ru
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Latin A
m

erica

C
ongregacao Israelita Paulista (C

IP)
R

ua Antonio C
arlos 653

Sao Paulo SP 01309-011
Brazil
Telephone: 55 11 3218 1299
Fax: 55 11 3218 0998
E-m

ail: cipsp@
cipsp.org.br

C
ongregation N

C
I-Em

anu-El
Arcos 2319
C

apital Federal (1428)
Buenos Aires, Argentina
Telephone: 54 11 4781 0281
E-m

ail: fundacionjudaica@
hotm

ail.com

N
orth A

m
erica

W
orld U

nion for Progressive Judaism
633 Third Avenue
N

ew
 York, N

Y  10017
Telephone:  212-452-6530
Fax:  212-452-6585
E-m

ail:  sm
lutz@

urj.org
W

ebsite: w
w

w
.w

upj.org

U
nion for R

eform
 Judaism

633 Third Avenue
N

ew
 York, N

Y 10017-6778
Telephone: 212-650-4000
Fax: 212-650-4159
E-m

ail: urj@
urj.org

W
ebsite: w

w
w

.urj.org

AR
ZA

633 Third Avenue
N

ew
 York, N

ew
 York 10017

Telephone:  212-650-4280
Fax: 212-650-4289
E-m

ail:  arzaw
una@

urj.org
W

ebsite:  w
w

w
.arza.org

Southern A
frica

Southern African U
nion for Progressive Judaism

 (SAU
PJ)

P.O
. Box 1190

H
oughton 2041

Johannesburg South Africa
Telephone: 27 11 646 7903
Fax: 27 11 646 7904
E-m

ail: Saupj@
w

orldonline.co.za



Countries Served B
y the W

orld U
nion for Progressive Judaism

:
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H
ungary

India

Ireland

Israel

Italy

Jam
aica

K
azakhstan

Latvia

The N
etherlands

N
ew

 Zealand

P
anam

a

P
oland

R
ussia

S
ingapore

S
outh A

frica

S
pain

S
w

itzerland

U
kraine

U
nited K

ingdom

U
nited S

tates of A
m

erica

A
rgentina

A
ruba

A
ustralia

A
ustria

B
elarus

B
elgium

B
razil

C
anada

C
hile
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